By this date the child, whose mental state had previously been normal, became delirious and finally unconscious. She had wasted very noticeably. She died on November 17. The urine was about a pint daily, and contained bile pigment and acetone, but no albumin, leucin, or tyrosin.
At the necropsy the body was found markedly wasted. No purpuric spots on skin, but marked hypostasis. The heart and pericardium vwere niormal, but the heart muscle was very flabby. Lungs, nil. No peritoneal fluid. Liver small, weight 14 lb., pale yellow, very friable. On section it contained yellow areas, between which were small dark red spots. Gall-bladder and ducts normal; culture from gall-bladder sterile.
Spleen soft, with well-marked Malpighian bodies. Kidneys pale, with injected pyramids. Stomach and intestines normal. Microscopic section of liver shows general staining with bile pigment, the cells are distended with fat globules, but the nuclei are well marked. This fatty infiltration is most marked at the centre of the lobules, but extends to all the cells. There is no distension' of the bile ducts and no actual necrosis of the cells. No micro-organisms were found in specially stained specimens.
For the pathological report I am indebted to Miss-Richards, who is taking the place of our regular pathologist, now interned in Holland. The clinical history is strongly suggestive of acute atrophy of the liver, but the absence of a definite necrosis of the liver is unusual; it is possible that death occurred before that change in the liver took place.
Section for the Study of Disease in Children DISCUSSION. Dr. F. PARKES WEBER said he assumed that there was no clear evidence of congenital syphilis in the present case. Sometimes in adult patients there was an almost positive causal connexion between acute or subacute atrophy of the liver and acquired syphilis, as was evidenced in a case of his own, which was described in the Pathological Section some years ago.' Syphilis was always worth remembering as a possible cause of hepatic atrophy. In the acute or subacute atrophy of the liver, occasionally occurring in the secondary syphilitic period, the effect on the hepatic cells was, perhaps, only one of toxaemia, as the local presence of spirochaetes in the liver of such cases had not been as yet demonstrated.
Dr. POYNTON said that, some years ago, he published an account of some cases of acute fatal atrophy of the liver, the pathology of which probably Dr. LanBgmad could remember more clearly than he could himself, as that gentleman investigated them. Those children had had epileptic attacks, and at first had been treated as cases of ordinary epilepsy; two got somewhat better when so treated. They then disappeared for two or three years, and came back as cases of jaundice, which ran a course much like the present case, with fever and signs 'f acute destruction of liver and rapid death. In those cas t6we were obvi s signs of syphilis, and the histories confirmed that.
The obvious signs werk well-marked endarteritis obliterans, particularly in some of tl vesels of fithe brain and heart, in addition to extraordinary strophic ebaigs iXi the liver. In another case of a child with epilepsy, he Mud fro th mother that the child had had syphilis. This child b y0 10 w &nd after being treated briskly with mercuris he got better Subsequently this patient came back in an extraordinary condition of mind, bordering on juvenile general paralysis, and his state seemed hopeless, but at about 15 years of age recovered, after years of steady treatment. He would be interested to;hear whether Dr. Parkinson's patient sh-owed changes suggestive of syphilis in other viscera.
Dr. PoRTER PARKINSON, in reply, said that in the clinical history there was nothing suggestive of syphilis. The patient was the only child, but the parents had not been long married; they were described as healthy. There was no appearance of syphilis about the child, and a Wassermann reaction was not done. A general examination of the blood-vessels had not been made. The brain was examined, and that organ, with its vessels, was quite healthy. The liver vessels showed no particular change, and nothing seen in any of the viscera could be regarded as due to syphilis.
